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 10 Words Or Less 

 

On Easter Sunday I invited 
the children to think about òNew 
Lifeó whenever they took a bite of a 
chocolate egg. Itõs Easter, and with 
the temperatures warming and trees 

and flowers blooming we canõt help 
but think about new life. Everything 
about new life sounds great, but we 
must keep in mind that new life is 
only possible if weõre not holding on 
too tightly to our old life. If winter 

wonõt let go spring cannot blossom. 

When we apply this kind of 
concept to our church life we begin 

to get nervous because weõre not sure 
what others are speaking of letting 
go. What if someone wants me to let 
go of the thing I treasure most? Why 
doesnõt someone else let go of their 
òwinteró and leave mine alone?  But 
think about that for a second. When 
we talk about new life and letting go 
we donõt want to let go of the life-

giving stuff, we want to let go of the 
stuff that limits our ability to live 

Godõs Way in abundance. 

The Faith Council has been 
considering the question of where we 
would like to be in 2 years and in 5 

years. So far the responses have been 
affirming all the good things weõre 
currently doing and thinking about 
ways to share our positive, uplifting, 
life-enhancing approach to faith. Itõs 
becoming clear that the biggest thing 
we need to let go of is our modesty! 

To let go of our tendency to keep our 
faith (and our Faith) so private that 
we inadvertently make our church a 

secret. 

Perhaps the biggest learning 
for all of us is to come to terms with 

the fact that òchurchó is a dirty word 
for many people in society today. 
Our challenge is to change a culture. 

That is a very 
tall task! But I think weõre taking the 
right steps. Weõre currently visioning 
our future, and the next step is to try 
to put into words who and what we 
are. How should we describe 
ourselves to those who arenõt here? 
How do we say what we are without 
focusing on what weõre not? The 
false stereotypes are stacked against 

us, how do we break them down 

beyond saying òbut weõre differentó? 

So hereõs a challenge for you. 
You can do it while youõre 
gardening, or doing yard work, or 
barbequing, or walking your dog, or 
relaxing on your deck, or even 

watching TV. Sum up Faith United 
in 10 words or less. It doesnõt have to 
be a sentence. What words 
encapsulate who and what we are as 
a community of Faith? What makes 
us different? What are the first words 

that come to mind? What words 
might your non-church-going 
neighbours or family members be 
intrigued by? Faith United in 10 
words or less. (Send your words to 

me before June.) 

Happy Easter! Enjoy the new 

life the season brings! Hallelujah! 

New life is ours! 

www.faithunited.ca 

Check us out online! Now better than ever! 

Faith United is sponsoring a presentation of 
ñShady Businessò - an action packed mad cap 

comedy. Thursday, May 7, 2009, 5:45 pm. Tickets $60 
tax included, available at the Faith United Box Office. 905-
448-1320. Visa and Mastercard accepted. Tickets are also 
available from Donna Bignell, 905-728-7749 or the church 
office. 

 Admission includes an award wining, 5 course 
buffet dinner and the Theatrical Show.  Class Act will give 
50% of the proceeds to Faith United Church to support its 
Community Use of Building Outreach Program. 

Class Act is at 104 Consumers Drive, Whitby, On. 
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